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CITY COUNCIL 

CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS 

MISSOURI 

 

REGULAR MEETING, August 20, 2018 

 

 

A Regular Meeting of the City Council of the City of Richmond Heights, Missouri 

was held on Monday, August 20, 2018, at 7:30 p.m. in the City Hall Council 

Chambers at 1330 S. Big Bend Boulevard. The meeting was opened with The Pledge 

of Allegiance. Present were Mayor Jim Thomson, Council Members Dan Sebben, 

Lisa Eppert, Danny Hebenstreit, Reggie Finney, Megan Moylan, Rick Vilcek, Joan 

Provaznik and Ashley Metcalf. Also present were Amy Hamilton, City Manager, and 

Ken Heinz, City Attorney. 

 

Mayor Thomson asked for a moment of silence in memory of our retired police 

officer, David Milward, who passed away last week after a long battle with cancer. 

 

Mayor Thomson stated the City Council Meeting on September 2 will move to 

Tuesday, September 4 due to the Labor Day holiday. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENTS NO. 1 

 

Mayor Thomson announced we will hear all who wish to speak tonight, noting we 

have a three-minute protocol to express your comments.  

 

Susie Chasnoff-7475 Gannon Avenue-University City, MO-stated the protesters 

have received summons for various charges from September 23.  Does not like the 

police action at the incident, said she did not hear the call to disperse. 

Mike Lhatak-7106 Plateau Ave-Richmond Heights, MO-stated he was concerned 

about how the protest action was handled at the Galleria and now understands that 

charges are late being issued and seem to be “trumped up:, and while he did not 

attend the protest, he disagreed there was need for arrests, don’t call it a “riot.” 

Jennifer Day-1418 Barger Place-Richmond Heights, MO-stated she felt the 

protesters at the Galleria in September did not instigate a riot; police reaction was 

aggressive and now through charges, we are punishing them for exercising their First 

Amendment rights. 

 

Rev. Phil Duvall-8834 Falmouth-Ferguson, MO-stated the incident reminded him 

of Kirkwood massacre and was relatable to the disconnect with the City and its 

residents.  Rev. Duvall stated that as an activist, he is not surprised at anything that 

happens at these events.  Rev. Duvall stated he feels the timing was late on the 
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Prosecuting Attorney issuing charges.  He stated he felt the City should take charge to 

change things.  Stated there are lots of churches who are behind this issue and 

believes the City should be aware they should not keep pushing us.  Rev. Duvall 

stated the City Council should talk to the legal arms to seek a better choice. 

 

Mayor Thomson stated he did write a letter to each of those who came to the Council 

meeting last Fall and spoke to the Council.  Rev. Duvall encouraged the Council to 

have a meeting with these people (in audience) to hear their thoughts. 

 

Elyssa Sullivan-229 Kemish-63119-stated she was not at the protest at the Galleria 

but has talked to participants watched the video feed and feels police response was 

violent.  She doesn’t want to come to the Galleria for fear of the police. 

 

Jennifer Kvar-7409 Manchester Road-63119-stated she believes in free speech 

without retaliation; feels this incident is related to “white supremacy” and disputes the 

summons/charges received by her clients. 

 

Susan Clark-9036 Wild Deer Road-Ladue, MO-Stated she is a protester/activist 

and feels there is a disconnect with our police department and what good policing is.  

Understands that Galleria is heavy-handed because it was targeted. She stated this 

could escalate if 30 people are charged in court; and threatened that other businesses 

will be sorry.  Black Lives Matter and we will take a stand with every small business 

in the City. 

 

Richard Buthoe-3727 Humphrey-St. Louis, Mo 63116-Stated charges are 

preposterous.  Equates Richmond Heights actions to Birmingham, Selma etc. Stated 

RH Police officers are trained to attack citizens. Stated the charges against the 

protesters bring shame to Richmond Heights. 

 

Paul April-1100 Yale Avenue-Richmond Heights, MO-stated that as a 60 year 

resident of Richmond Heights, he felt he has always been treated professional by the 

Richmond Heights police and feels all who live, work and visit the City should be 

treated the same.  He stated he respects Black Lives Matter and does not want his tax 

dollars go to intimidate “free speech.”  Freedom to assemble is a right and we must 

protect that right; anything else is wrong. 

 

Cherie Stolze-12033 Lake Meade Drive-St. Louis County-stated she did not 

participate in the protest but believes there will be a monetary impact on the City,  he 

stated the charges show a big disparity between people who stand up for their rights 
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by charging people.  She stated she is a member of the clergy and her seminary 

students have learned about Richmond Heights’ bad reputation. 

 

Christine Keller-604 Atalanta Ave-Webster Groves, MO-stated that as a protester 

on September 23 at the Galleria, she felt the police caused a dangerous situation.  She 

stated her children participated and recounted her experience; saying the events that 

were stated as happening, that trash cans were thrown, pushing officers, etc. were not 

true.  She stated it was peaceful demonstration until police violence caused the 

situation.  She feels charges should be dropped against the protesters. 

 

Matthew Garrison-4458 Delor Street-St. Louis, MO 63116-stated the police were 

acting exemplary tonight, but did not act that way at the Galleria protest.  He stated 

that he feels as a former military service person, prosecution of protesters is an insult 

to someone who serves. 

 

Jessica Bellamo-7556 Hiawatha Ave.-Richmond Heights, MO-stated she objected 

to the summons sent to peaceful protesters and bystanders at the Galleria protest.  

Stated she felt animosity in the room tonight, don’t be mean, don’t always be right. 

 

Mildred Clines-7444 Castro Drive-Ferguson, MO-was at the protest, felt the police 

over-reacted to a peaceful protest.  She stated she never heard the order to disperse, 

was afraid when police began attacking, did not know what whistle meant.  She stated 

she did not like people being charged and wonders if this appeal means much as the 

Council and Court are separate and Court will decide what happens. 

 

Patricia Tracy-110 Roxbury Drive-O’Fallon, MO 63366-stated she was at the 

September 23 protest at the Galleria and it was peaceful to begin with. She stated she 

did not hear the order to disperse and did not know what the whistle sound meant, but 

then the event changed, saw people taken down, videoed Alderman Bruce Frank 

taken down, people jumped on.  She is shocked that there are charges against people 

exercising their First Amendment rights.  She stated if charges are not dropped, she 

will not shop in Richmond Heights again. 

 

Mark Katerberg-1340 Sunset Ave.-Richmond Heights, MO-stated he is a resident 

of Richmond Heights, has been to police events, city activities, but is ashamed to see 

what happened at the Galleria Mall.   He asked why charges are  just now being 

issued, did the Prosecuting Attorney look at the videos. Says a friend was arrested, 

but was just shopping. Feels charges are ridiculous and does not like black police 

cars. 
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Jason Goldkamp-7556 Woodland Avenue-Maplewood, MO 63143-held his phone 

up to microphone to play a sound bite of video he made at the protest.  He stated he 

heard the screaming and whistle noises which still bother him today.  He stated he 

observed an officer bypass white people and jump on a black woman.  

 

Claire Stolze-12023 Lake Meade Drive-63146-stated she was not present at the 

protest, but saw the video feed and saw people tackled down; feels the charges are 

bogus; people were exercising their rights.  She stated she wonders why police 

officers did not suffer repercussions for their actions, police should ignore and respect 

protesters. 

 

Kathy Ferrell-19 Flamingo Dr.-Hazelwood, MO 63042-stated she was at the 

protests in the Galleria, and at others, surprised she was not arrested-was it because I 

am a white woman.  She stated police were violent and skin color had to be a factor. 

 

Avery Gales-4318 St. Domanic Lane-63074-stated she was locked up but not 

charged-was 17 years old at the time.  Why was a minor locked up?  Stated he had 

been sick at the Galleria recently, was robbed, but no police came to help. Why? 

 

Jesse Jackson-no address-stated he was at protest, why can’t the Mayor and City 

Attorney do something about these charges.  Stated he did not get arrested, but felt 

the police aggravated the situation.  He stated he would like the Mayor to stand up to 

this situation, feels the city has blood on its hands and wants cases dropped. 

 

Derrick Robinson “Bishop”-1430 Silverton Place-Richmond Heights, MO- Life 

Changing Christian Fellowship Church-stated he was activist present at the protest.  

He stated he did not hear the order to disperse and stated the police did not engage 

with us but began to arrest us.  He stated he did not get arrested but feels the charges 

should not be accepted, police antagonized us. 

 

Dr. Carla Frye-no address-stated she was at the Galleria protest and stated her 13 

year old grandson was arrested and zip-tied and held for three hours.  Dr. Frye said he 

was treated somewhat well, sometimes not and is traumatized still from his encounter 

with the police.  She said he is still very angry. She said he was at the Mall with his 

friend to go to the Apple store. 

 

Mayor Thomson thanked those for coming to voice their opinions and will be certain 

that the City’s Prosecuting Attorney receives their comments.  Mayor Thomson stated 

he would, as his normal procedure, send a personal letter to those who commented 

tonight. 
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APPROVAL OF MINUTES 

 

Regular Meeting 

August 6, 2018 

 

Mr. Finney moved, Ms. Metcalf seconded, a motion for the approval of the minutes 

of the Regular Meeting of August 6, 2018.  Carried unanimously. 

 

CITY MANAGER’S REPORT 

 

Lifeguard Recognition 

 

Ms. Hamilton asked Parks and Recreation Director Teresa Proebsting to present 

recognition awards to members of the Maplewood Family Aquatic Center lifeguards. 

 

Ms. Proebsting stated that on Sunday, June 24, a patron at the Maplewood Family 

Aquatic Center suffered a serious life threatening incident.  Ms. Proebsting stated the 

aquatic staff immediately reacted professionally to help the patron, performing life 

saving CPR techniques after rescuing her from the pool and kept the victim alive until 

EMS crew arrived.  Awards were presented to Rachel Weldon, Mekkah Grant, 

Wayne Ngo, Emily Moll and Luke Maupin.  Another lifeguard, Luke Lundt was not 

able to attend the meeting but was recognized as well.  Ms. Proebsting also stated the 

EMS crew from Maplewood was recognized for their services as well. 

 

Mayor Thomson gave each of the Aquatic staff a City pin and a roll of 

“LIFESAVERS” candy to the smiles of everyone. 

 

New Police Uniforms 

 

Ms. Hamilton asked Chief Doug Schaeffler to present the new patrol uniforms.  Chief 

Schaeffler asked two Richmond Heights Police Officers to stand and demonstrate the 

difference between the current and new uniform.  Chief Schaeffler noted the new 

uniform features cooler, lighter, more modern materials and will be more comfortable 

for the officers. 

 

THE HEIGHTS Renovation Project Update 

 

Parks and Recreation Director, Teresa Proebsting and representatives from Cannon 

Design and BSI, the design team, gave a power point presentation on the various 
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components of the project; outlining the project scope and financing costs and 

priorities connected with the renovation of the facility. 

 

It was stated the project had a completion date of March 2020 with construction 

beginning on the pool area in March 2019.  The pool will be closed for approximately 

six months to be rebuilt, and then portions of the gym and upstairs workout area will 

be closed for periods of time over the next six months to renovate and expand the 

fitness area. THE HEIGHTS would remain open during construction and plans for 

patrons to use other facilities during closures will be finalized before closures begin. 

 

Mayor Thomson stated the project looks very good; believed the three partners, the 

City, BSI and Cannon Design have worked very hard to achieve the goals of the 

renovation needs while considering budget issues.   

 

Ms. Eppert asked if the Library would still be accessible during construction of the 

proposed enclosed balcony.  Ms. Proebsting stated yes. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated the January City newsletter will provide more information to the 

residents, updating them on details. 

 

Ms. Hamilton asked if the Council had any questions regarding Resolution 18-08 

which authorizes the sale of the Special Obligation Refund and Improvement Bonds. 

 

No questions from the Council. 

 

CITY ATTORNEY’S REPORT 

 

Mr. Heinz asked if there were any questions regarding Bill No. 5536 and the new 

regulations regarding the small cell wireless usage/fees in City Right-of-Ways. 

Mr. Heinz stated he would be answering questions for Plan & Zoning Commission 

members at their next meeting; some of the next portion of legislation to come 

touches some zoning issues and how the City is consistent with new legislation 

regarding these small wireless facility deployments in our City. 

 

Ms. Hamilton stated that after the Plan and Zoning Commission hears the details on 

the legislation changes made by the State; Council should see the proposed Bill at our 

October 1, 2018 meeting. 

 

BILLS PREVIOUSLY INTRODUCED 
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Bill No. 5535, second reading 

Amends Ord. 4788, the Municipal Code, 

Cha. 505, Building Regulations, Article III, 

Inspections, Fees, Reports of Violations & Property  

Maintenance for Construction Sites; Sec. 505.300, coordinate 

Construction Signage with Public Noise Disturbance. 

 

Mr. Finney moved, Mr. Hebenstreit seconded, a motion for the second reading of Bill 

No. 5535.  Bill No. 5535 was presented and read. 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 4788, THE MUNICIPAL 

CODE OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, CHAPTER 505, 

BUILDING REGULATIONS, ARTICLE III, INSPECTIONS, FEES, REPORTS OF 

VIOLATIONS, AND PROPERTY MAINTENANCE FOR CONSTRUCTION 

SITES; SECTION 505.300, IS HEREBY AMENDED TO COORDINATE 

CONSTRUCTION SITE SIGNAGE INFORMATION WITH PUBLIC NOISE 

DISTURBANCE. 

 

Mayor Thomson asked for a vote of approval of Bill No 5535.  AYES:  Mr. 

Hebenstreit, Mr. Vilcek, Ms. Provaznik, Mr. Finney, Ms. Moylan, Ms. Eppert,  Ms. 

Metcalf, Mr. Sebben and Mayor Thomson.  NAYS:  None. 

 

Mayor Thomson declared Bill No. 5535, approved. 

 

 

 

Bill No. 5536; first reading 

Amends Ord. No. 4788, the Municipal Code, 

Chapter 520; Article V: Right-of-Way Usage Code, 

Section 520.570 Rental Fees. 

 

Mr. Finney moved, Mr. Hebenstreit seconded, a motion for the second reading of Bill 

No 5536.  Carried unanimously.  Bill No 5536 was presented and read. 

 

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING ORDINANCE NO. 4788, THE MUNICIPAL 

CODE OF THE CITY OF RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, REVISING 

CHAPTER 520; ARTICLE V; RIGHT-OF-WAY USAGE CODE, SECTION 

520.570 RENTAL FEES. 

 

Mayor Thomson asked for a vote of approval of Bill No. 5536.  AYES:  Mr. 

Sebben, Mr. Hebenstreit, Mr. Vilcek, Ms. Provaznik, Mr. Finney, Ms. Moylan, 

Ms. Eppert, Ms. Metcalf and Mayor Thomson.  NAYS:  None. 
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Mayor Thomson declared Bill No. 5536, approved. 

 

INTRODUCTION OF NEW BILLS 

 

None. 

 

RESOLUTIONS 

 

Resolution No. 18-08 

Authorizes the offering for sale of Special 

Obligation Refund and Improvement Bonds of 

the City of Richmond Heights and authorizes the 

execution of a redemption notice in connection therewith. 

 

Mr. Finney moved, Mr. Hebenstreit seconded, a motion for the reading of 

Resolution No. 18-08.  Carried unanimously. Resolution No. 18-08 was presented 

and read. 

 

 

A RESOLUTION AUTHORIZING THE OFFERING FOR SALE OF SPECIAL 

OBLIGATION REFUNDING AND IMPROVEMENT BONDS OF THE CITY OF 

RICHMOND HEIGHTS, MISSOURI, AND AUTHORIZING THE EXECUTION 

OF A REDEMPTION NOTICE IN CONNECTION THEREWITH. 

 

Mayor Thomson asked for a vote of approval of Resolution No. 18-08.  Carried 

unanimously.   

 

Mayor Thomson declared Resolution No. 18-08, approved. 

 

CITIZEN’S COMMENT’S NO . 2 

 

None 

 

MISCELLANEOUS BUSINESS 

 

State of Missouri 

Gas Tax Increase/Ballot Issue 

 

Mayor Thomson stated that Missouri voters will be considering a ballot issue in 

November on whether to raise the motor fuel tax rate.  Mayor Thomson stated the 

Missouri Municipal League has asked municipalities to voice their support on this 

ballot issue via a Resolution and noted the Council has received a draft copy of the 

Resolution in their packet this week.  Mayor Thomson asked for Council’s thoughts 

on placing the Resolution on any upcoming agenda. 

 



9 
 

Council discussed the implementation of the motor fuel tax rate raise and how it 

might benefit the State by funding improvements to the State’s bridges and roads. 

Mayor Thomson stated that 1996 was the last time a fuel tax increase was approved. 

 

Mr. Sebben stated the type of tax makes more sense than raising State taxes as a 

whole as the tax is paid for by those who use motor vehicles.  Mr. Sebben noted other 

states have higher plate registration fees. 

 

Audience Member Sharon Schwarzentruber contributed her thought to the discussion 

in that that electric car uses would escape paying the fuel tax but will use the roads 

and suggested electric car owners pay additional fees for their license plates. 

 

Mr. Vilcek stated he is not in favor of toll roads but this tax increase if funds are put 

to the use of road improvements would make travel better and the $0.10 per gallon 

increase is minor compared to other alternatives. 

 

Mayor Thomson noted that MODOT estimates the City would receive additional 

revenue from this Proposition D which may help our own City streets see further 

improvements being made. 

 

Council stated they did not object to offering a Resolution supporting the Proposition 

D and Mayor Thomson stated it would be placed on the September 4 Council 

Agenda. 

 

Closed session 

 

At approximately 9:38 p.m., Mr. Finney moved,  Ms. Provaznik seconded, a motion 

to hold a closed meeting with closed record and closed voting pursuant to Subsections 

(1), and (2), (3) and (12) of Section 610.021, RSMo., 2010, in order to discuss in 

order to discuss legal actions, causes of legal action or litigation involving a public 

governmental body, and any confidential or privileged communications between a 

public governmental body or its representatives and its attorneys, leasing, purchase or 

sale of real estate by a public governmental body where public knowledge of the 

transaction might adversely affect the legal consideration thereof, hiring, firing, 

disciplining or promoting an employee of a public governmental body, and 

documents related to a negotiated contract.    AYES:  Mr. Hebenstreit, Mr. Sebben, 

Ms. Provaznik, Ms. Moylan, Ms. Metcalf,  Mr. Finney, Ms. Eppert, Mr. Vilcek and 

Mayor Thomson. NAYS:  None. 

 

Mayor Thomson stated the Council would adjourn to a closed session. 

 

At approximately 9:58 p.m., Council returned to open session in the Council 

Chambers. 

 

Adjourn 
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With no further business to come before the meeting, at approximately 10:00  p.m., 

Mr. Finney moved, Ms. Moylan seconded, a motion to adjourn. Carried unanimously. 

Mayor Thomson declared the meeting, adjourned. 

 

 

___________________________ 

       PATRICIA S. VILLMER 

       DEPUTY CITY CLERK 

 

 

_____________________ 

APPROVAL 

 

 

 

  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

  


